
Hi team, 
 
Braving raging wildfires, marauding black 
bears, and water availability that leads one to 
picture tumbleweeds blowing across a forsaken 
dert, I just had the chance to hit the four major 
peaks of the San Gorgonio Wilderness Area 
(including olõ Grayback itself, the tallest moun-
tain in Southern California).  The 3 day trip 
covered circa thirty miles of the San Bernadino 
Mountains to the east of Big Bear and was 
great chance to break in some new gear before 
taking off on the John Muir Trail this coming 
weekend. 

Trip 

Reports 

San Bernadino Mountain Traverse: August 28-30, 2009 

ôRed-headedõ is rapidly giving way 
to ôflesh-tone-headedõ 

Itõs tough to smile when your new 
Asolos have rubbed most of the 

skin off of your feet 

Thursday the 27th had us grouping up to camp at the South Fork Campground some 30 
miles east of Redlands, CA.  Where we learned that news reports of camping fees in state 
parks increasing have validity ($30 per night for 2 vehicles, Really?!?).  Friday morning wake-
up call came in the form of a black bear  rambling through the camp ground (no photo un-
fortunately) - as far as Iõm concerned, my new Bear Vault canister paid for itself on the first 
night out.  While this was a better morning jolt than the ersatz soluble õcoffeeõ which followed 
the encounter, Iõd suggest looking a few bear safety pointers to bear in mind (hyuk).  

Complex locking technology keeps 
bears out of your food.  Also, keeps 

you out of your food. 

Joining me were seasoned adventurer and obnoxious red-headed Jew Jordan Koppelman 
and tri-guy Anthony So. 

http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/lanow/2009/08/firefighters-try-to-battle-back-station-fire-from-acton-mt-wilson.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Black_Bear
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Black_Bear
http://www.howlingduck.com/cgi-local/display_water_data.pl
http://johnmuirtrail.org/

